Court Security Specialist Update (21013)

Abstract:	To keep the court security specialist certificate valid, the holder must successfully complete an update course (#21013) or be assigned primarily as a court security specialist by the appointing chief administrator once every two years. 

If the certificate becomes invalid, a holder may obtain a new certificate under the initial application standards. Refer to TCOLE website for current copy of application form: www.tcole.texas.gov. 

It is the responsibility of the training coordinator to ensure that a lesson plan is constructed for this course per the attached course objectives and instructor resource guide and this curriculum and lesson plans are kept up to date and on file at your individual departments or academies. This procedure should be completed per guidelines obtained from the rules section of the commission website at: www.tcole.texas.gov. 

This portion of the course is designed for those wishing to keep their Court Security Specialist certificate valid – Court Security Specialist Update (21013).

Instructor(s):	 TCOLE instructor and/or documented experience in content area of court security or similar security areas; and a Defensive Tactics instructor and/or firearms instructor for scenario portion of curriculum.

Prepared by:	 This version of the instructor resource guide was prepared by Director Paul R. Williams, MPA, LCC, of the Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council Regional Police Academy and Training Center on 1/23/2014, per TCOLE approved course objectives.

Time Allotted:	Minimum of four (4) hours

Target Population:	 This course is intended for law enforcement and corrections personnel wishing to obtain knowledge, proficiency and/or certification in the arena of court security, including courtroom and courthouse security and working high security and/or high profile trials.   

Prerequisites:	None are required 



Number of Students:	
The number of students is limited to the classroom capacity and number of available seats (see also firearms instructor to participant ratios listed under “Space Requirements” below).

Space Requirements:	
Classroom Portion:	A standard classroom with sufficient seating for all participants

Live-Fire Portions:	Qualification Course – at least one firearms instructor[footnoteRef:1] per five (5) shooters and a Range Master [1:  Firearms Instructors should be TCOLE Firearms Instructors or the equivalent] 

· The Range Master should not be included in the 5:1 ratio since the Range Master is responsible for the overall operation of the range and calling the courses of fire.
Combat Course – at least one firearms instructor per 2 to 3 participants and a Safety Officer[footnoteRef:2] with each group. [2:  Safety Officers should be TCOLE Firearms Instructors of the equivalent] 

· The Safety Officer is to observe that the participants safely handle their weapons at all times.

Evaluation Procedure:
Each participant must actively interact with instructor and peers though class discussion, oral and written participation through case study, and/or and written tests as instructor and department deems appropriate. 

Participants must complete a written exam with a minimum passing score of 70% or higher.

The practical portions are graded as pass/fail.

Method/Techniques:
			Lecture
			Demonstration
			Practical Application

Training Material:	LCD projector
			Movie screen or clear wall space
Computer with presentation software (PowerPoint or Keynote or other presentation software)
			Note taking material
			Handouts
			Written test and answer key
			Practical and application exercises
			Targets that are capable of being scored
			“Combat targets,” preferably metal targets 

Equipment and Supplies: (see Training Material above)

Student Material:	Note taking material such as a laptop, iPad, electronic tablet, paper and writing instruments, etc.
	Firearm with appropriate duty gear and ammunition
Minimum 50 rounds for qualification course
Minimum 100 rounds for combat courses

Note to Instructor:	If any participants use electronic media to take notes and/or record portions of the program, advise the participants not to record any material deemed “security” sensitive.

Note to Instructor:	Participants should be encouraged to wear their duty uniforms with all of the gear they wear on duty for the live-fire portion since “practice makes permanent” and participants should be taught techniques which will best provide safety and security of the participants and all other persons during the performance of the participant’s duties (judges, attorneys, witnesses, jurors, the public, etc.).

Learning Objectives:
· Goal: Skill and Knowledge review an update for the Court Security Specialist
· Summarize basic court security knowledge as applicable in a court setting
· Identify current technological trends in court security systems
· Apply firearms practical skills to court security scenarios
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Instructor Resource Guide:
1.0.Summarize basic court security knowledge as applicable in a court setting
· Operational Security: Standard Operating Procedures
· SOP needs to be followed for full safety and security of persons, facilities and property
· Facility Security Planning: The Self-Audit Survey of Court Facilities
· Know the strengths and weaknesses of the physical structure of the courtroom to best protect the people inside
· Emergency Preparedness and Response: Continuity of Operations
· Courts can be affected by natural or man-made disasters;  however, they must continue to operate and serve the public regardless of such events
· Need and evaluation for awareness and identification of command structure, protocols and communication routes for such emergencies and responses
· Disaster Recovery: Essential Elements of a Plan
· The need to ensure that adequate procedures are in place to recover lost or vulnerable information in the event of an emergency
· Threat Assessment
· The federal government currently has an effective threat assessment protocol in practice;  however, for security and safety purposes, state courts need to identify serious threats
· Incident Reporting
· States and localities must develop appropriate incident forms for capturing data on items such as intelligence and funding needs



2.0.Identify current technological trends in court security systems
· Security Equipment and Costs
· State courts must have update and readily available information on what technology is available to them and the cost of such technology, including required training/certification(s)
· Resources and Partnerships
· Strong and effective partnerships among state courts, law enforcement and County Commissioners must be developed to ensure successful security operations
· New Courthouse Design
· As new courthouses are being constructed, emphases must be given to security means and methods
· Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design and similar crime prevention philosophies should be considered in the design and development phase of new/remodeled courthouses and courtrooms



[bookmark: _GoBack]3.0.Apply firearms practical skills to court security scenarios
· Apply muscle memory skills in improving situational firearms accuracy
· Participants must complete an approved annual pistol qualifications course which meets or exceeds the annual firearms qualifications as stipulated in the TCOLE Rules
· Apply scenario based practice to simulated court security threats
· Participants must complete “combat” shooting courses which include, at a minimum:
· Shooting from a seated position
· Shooting from behind a vertical barricade
· Shooting from behind a horizontal barricade
· Shooting from the left of a barricade
· Shooting from the right of a barricade
· During the “combat” shooing portions, participants must
· Engage targets at various distances
· Shoot holding the weapon in the right hand supported and un-supported
· Shoot holding the weapon in the left hand supported and un-supported
· Safely moving to and from cover to engage targets
· Safely moving with a partner from cover to cover and engaging targets
· Shooting from a “downed-officer” position

Note to Instructor:	This portion of the course has to be conducted at a firing range and participants should wear their issued uniforms and be equipped with any equipment they normally carry/wear on duty, including duty-grade ammunition.

Note to Instructor:	For ease of instruction, the use an annual pistol firearms qualification course can be used for part of this lesson.

Note to Instructor:	Ensure that all participants and others at the live-fire portion of the course have safety equipment as required by the range rules: eye and hearing protection, etc.  

Note to Instructor:	All participants are encouraged/required to read and sign the range rules prior to the live-fire portion and a signed copy of those rules should/must be filed/maintained with the completion documents for this course.


Appendix

Firearms Qualification Course

Attached in this appendix is the firearms qualification course used by the LRGVDC Regional Police Academy and Training Center.  Agencies are encouraged to use their existing annual firearms qualifications course for this portion of the course;  however, such course must meet and/or exceed the annual firearms qualifications for handguns for peace officers as stipulated in TCOLE Rule §218.9.
[image: ]

Firearms Qualifications Course (2014)
Minimum Passing Score 80% Per Weapon


Date: 						Range Location: 				
50 rounds total:

	Point Blank (10)
		Dominant hand (unsupported) (5)
		Reaction hand (unsupported) (5)


	3 yard line (20):
		Dominant hand (unsupported) (5)
		Reaction hand (unsupported) (5)
		Dominant hand (supported) (5)
		Reaction hand (supported) (5)


	7 yard line (10)
		Dominant hand (supported) (5)
		Reaction hand (supported) (5)


	15 yard line (10)
		Dominant hand (supported) (5)
		Reaction hand (supported) (5)

													


Range Officer(s):								

			

										



Firing Range Rules and Regulations

· Abide by all directions of the Range Master/Firearms Instructor.
· Never point your weapon at anyone unless deadly force is authorized and you are prepared to use deadly force.
· Keep weapons holstered until directed otherwise by the Range Master/Firearms Instructor.
· Hearing and eye protection are mandatory for everyone at the range.
· Load and unload weapons only at the direction of the Range Master/Firearms Instructor and in the designated area(s).
· Treat all firearms as though they were loaded.
· Always keep finger off trigger and outside of trigger guard until on target and ready to shoot.
· Be sure of target and backstop.
· No one is allowed on the range that is taking any substances that would impair the ability to correctly respond to audible and visual cues.  This includes alcohol or any drug, prescription or otherwise.
· All firearms training must be properly and adequately supervised.
· Never give a firearm to or take a firearm from anyone unless the action is open.
· Never anticipate a command.
· Before loading a firearm, be sure there is no obstruction in the barrel.
· Unload when and as instructed.
· Keep the firearm pointed down range at all times.
· Never draw a handgun from the holster with the finger in the trigger guard.
· No tobacco products or alcohol on the firing line.
· No talking on the firing line except for instructions to the shooters.
· Never permit the muzzle of a firearm to touch the ground.
· Never go in front of the firing line until it has been cleared and the command is given to go forward.
· Never dry fire on the range except under the supervision of the instructor.
· Pay strict attention to the range officer(s).  They will tell you exactly what to do.
· No one should be on the firing line except those firing.
· Never assume anything; always ask for clarification.
Any person violating any of these rules may be removed from the range at the discretion of the Range Master/Firearms Instructor and the person’s agency administrator and the Director/Coordinator of the Regional Police Academy will be notified of the removal.

I have read and agree to adhere to the rules and regulations as they pertain to the firing range and firearms qualifications.  I acknowledge that if I violate any of the rules or regulations of the firing range or commands from the Range Master or Firearms Instructor, I may be dismissed from the range and my agency’s chief administer will be notified of the dismissal.



													
Shooter’s Printed Name 				Signature				Date
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Date: 					
	Name/PID
	Weapon Make
	Weapon Model
	Serial Number
	Pass/Fail


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	



Attach a copy of the course and file this form with the course of fire in the department’s files for at least five (5) years or as specified by departmental policy.

Range Officer(s): 											

Signature(s): 											
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