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 ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
This instructor guide is designed to provide the student with the information and skills required to use a firearm in the performance of Correctional Duties. 

Instructor Pre-requisites: 

· Must possess a TCOLE Instructor certification
· Must possess a Firearms Proficiency certificate
Target Population: 

Texas Corrections Officers whose duties require carrying a firearm.

Student Pre-Requisites:

· Not prohibited by state or federal law or rule from attending training related to firearms or from possessing a firearm.

· Never had a license or certificate issued by the commission suspended or revoked.

· Currently hold a Jailers License
Length of Course: A minimum of 24 hours.

Material Requirements:

A. Access to a Firearms Range and equipment. 

B. Overhead projector, multimedia system, chalkboard and/or flip charts, handouts, practical exercises, and demonstrations.

EVALUATION PROCESS AND PROCEEDURES

A. The student will be required to shoot a course of fire for the weapon(s) required to be carried
B. Accuracy:  Minimum Qualification Score is established at 70% of the total possible score as is consistent with annual proficiency requirements in Scoring & targets:  Using body-modified target capable of being scored.

1. For handguns, a minimum of 50 rounds, including at least five rounds of duty ammunition, fired at ranges from point-blank to at least 15 yards with at least 20 rounds at or beyond seven yards, including at least one timed reloading;

2. For shotguns, a minimum of five rounds of duty ammunition fired at a range of at least 15 yards; 

3. For rifles, a minimum of 20 rounds of duty ammunition fired at a range of at least 100 yards, however an agency may, in its discretion, allow a range of less than 100 yards but not less than 50 yards if the minimum passing score is raised to 90 %

4. For fully automatic weapons, a minimum of 30 rounds of duty ammunition fired at ranges from seven to at least 10 yards, including at least one timed reload, with at least 25 rounds fired in full automatic, short bursts of two or three rounds, and at least five rounds fired semiautomatic, if possible with the weapon;

C. Demonstration of proficiency in the care and cleaning of the weapon used and an external inspection by the control officer or a range officer, firearms instructor, or gunsmith designated by that control officer to determine the safety and functioning of the weapon.

D. Complete and pass all assignments designated by the instructor.

E. Pass an end of course test of all classroom-covered material with a passing rate of at least 70 percent.

1.0 Use of Force and the Law

1.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to identify the Texas state law and legal limitations pertaining to the use of firearms and deadly force.

1.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVE: The student will be able to identify departmental regulations and restrictions pertaining to the use of firearms.

2.0 Firearms Safety Procedures: On Range and Off

2.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVE: The student will be able to display safe handling techniques of a firearm.

2.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to identify the nomenclature of the firearm.

2.3 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to identify how the firearm functions.
2.4 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able perform a safety and function check of the firearm and ammunition.

3.0 Marksmanship Theory and Shooting Fundamentals

3.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to demonstrate the fundamentals of good marksmanship

3.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVE: The student will be able to demonstrate the use of proper cover and concealment.

3.3 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to identify techniques designed for use in extremely close range confrontations (contact distance to six feet)

3.4 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to identify practices and concepts for preparing for a violent encounter.

4.0 Course of Fire

Range sessions should stress safe firearms handling until safe handling practices become habitual. The marksmanship theory and shooting fundamentals taught in the classroom should be put into practice, through instructor explanation and demonstration, followed by imitation and repetitive practice by the student.  The student should be able to simulate covering a suspect at gunpoint together with the student issuing an appropriate verbal challenge (e.g. "Police - Don't move).

4.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to draw the firearm to a ready standing position and accurately fire the weapon.

4.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to draw the firearm to a ready kneeling position and accurately fire the weapon.

4.3 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to draw the firearm to a position of cover and accurately fire the weapon.

4.4 LEARNING OBJECTIVE:  The student will be able to demonstrate how to clear the most common misfires or weapon stoppages for the weapon being fired.

ATTACHMENT 1

USE OF FORCE ROLE PLAYACTIVITY
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY: Role-Play

ACTIVITY:

A. The class observes the four "student actors" in the role-play (see next page) and should write down on note pad their findings as to the actions of the officers.

B. The two officer/actors make out a report of the incident on a proper form for this type of incident, giving full details of the situation.

C. The class should be reconvened to discuss the entire incident after they have written down all that they remember about the fatal shooting.  Their correct memory and all the elements may be able to save another officer in another similar incident some day.

D. Questions to be asked by the instructor of the class:

1. Did the officers handle the situation properly?

2. Was the officer justified in taking deadly force action?

3. Could the officers have handled themselves better?  In what way?

USE OF FORCE ROLE PLAY

AN ESCAPING INMATE

ACTORS:

Inmate Joseph Roberts  
Since incarceration, usually gets along with most of the correctional staff.  Joseph is of a stoutly stature, generally good-natured and keeps a smile.  But on occasion becomes unruly whenever there is disturbing news from home.  Corrections Officers have always been instructed to handled Joseph with caution because his sometimes-good nature becomes violent.   However, because of his willingness to cooperate and follow instructions on work details, some CO's fall victim to not following policy with Joseph.

Inmate Tim Castelbury 
Considered mentally unstable has been in the correctional facility for 4 weeks.

Officer Roger Smith
Armed with a 9mm, has been with county corrections three years, very reliable, prompt and believes in the criminal justice system.  However, Officer Smith often breaks policy, e.g., on several occasions Officer Smith has entered and attended inmates in maximum security without backup.  Policy states that under no circumstances will a C.O. enter or attend the Maximum Security Area alone.

Officer Randy Gardner
Has been a corrections officer nine years and thoroughly enjoys his job, however, he is often criticized about his cautious approach and attention to detail when handling inmates.  Officer Gardner has spent more than 22 years as a member the U.S. Army Special Forces has experience in Panama and Grenada.

Nurse Clair(e)
Just a nurse.

Doctor John
An outgoing man, Doctor john is a phsycologists.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Agency Policy and Procedures

All inmates must be searched prior to escort.

Unless there is an emergency, only unarmed escorts will pat search, or place and remove restraints.  

The armed escort takes a position of advantage and observe. 

Restraints may only be removed if required by medical staff and only one inmate at a time.

Setting up the Senario.

Inmates Roberts and Castelbury are incarcerated in the Forman County Jail.  Because Forman County does not have adequate Medical Facilities, the inmates are being transported to the Henderson County hospital by Officers Smith and Garner. 

Scene 

1. The inmates have arrived at the hospital and are in a separate room waiting to be seen by a doctor.  

2. A nurse comes in and says.  “Please remove each of the inmates restraints before the doctor sees them”. 

3. The officers remove the prisoner’s restraints.

4. After approximately 30 minutes of waiting, inmate Castelbury asks to go to the bathroom.  After discussion with Officer Garner, Officer Smith escorts Castelbury out of the room to the public restrooms.

5. Just after Smith and Castelbury leave Doctor John enters the room and starts his evaluation of  Roberts. 

6. Just minutes into the evaluation, Roberts grabs a scalpel grabs Dr John and holds the scalpel to Dr Johns throat.

7. Officer Smith returns with Castelbury.

8. Roberts gets nervous, pushes the doctor to the ground, turns and runs.  Smith challenges Roberts and when Roberts doesn’t stop, shoots him.

ATTACHMENT 2

WEAPON MAINTENANCE

REVOLVERS
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REVOLVER NOMENCLATURE

A.
Barrel

1.
Pin - barrel pin keeps barrel from becoming loose in handgun frames.

2.
Lands - the "high" part of the spherical slots cut into the inside of the barrel;

3.
Grooves - the "low" part of the spherical slots cut into the inside of the barrel;

a.
Lands and grooves force the bullet to spin as it leaves the barrel, stabilizing the bullet;

4.
Forcing Cone and Breech -

a.
Breech - part of the barrel just in front of the cylinder. This is where the bullet enters the barrel;

b.
Forcing Cone - Slightly conical portion at the beginning end of the barrel where the bullet enters. This portion sets up the bullet for entering the barrel.

5.
Muzzle - The end of the barrel the bullet exits;

6.
Barrel Lug and/or Shroud

a.
Barrel Lug - device that supports the fore end of the ejection rod located on the bottom of barrel;

b.
Barrel Shroud - portion of the barrel that partially encloses the ejector rod. On some models the shroud has a barrel lug in it to support the ejection rod;

7.
Caliber - diameter of the inside of the barrel, usually measured in thousandths of an inch;

B.
Front Sight - Located on top of barrel near muzzle;

C.
Frame - Basic body of a handgun which houses the internal parts;

D.
Top Strap - Upper part of frame to which the rear sight is attached to or ground into;

E.
Rear Sight - Located on rear portion of top strap

1.
Adjustable sights - those that can move horizontally and laterally by use of a screw arrangement and when utilized will accurately correlate sight picture and point of impact of the bullet;

2.
Fixed sights - usually slots cut into the top strap of a weapon;

F.
Hammer - The portion of a handgun that usually contains a firing pin which falls under spring tension forcing the firing pin to strike a bullet primer enabling a bullet to discharge;

1.
Firing pin - usually located on the front end of the hammer and is the portion of the hammer that actually strikes the bullet primer. On some weapons there is a internal firing pin which is located in the frame of the weapon and in this instance, the hammer does not have a firing pin but rather has a flat surface which, when released will strike the internal firing pin located in the frame of the weapon, which will hit the bullet primer;

2.
Hammer Safety Block - This portion of the handgun is usually a steel bar which stops the hammer from completely moving to its forward extreme and keeps the firing pin from striking the bullet primer unless the trigger is pulled;

3.
Spur - the rear section of the hammer which is usually utilized to aid in drawing the hammer back by use of the thumb to a rearward position;

G.
Cylinder Latch - The part of a handgun usually located to the rear of the cylinder which is moved either forward or rearward depending on the weapon to unlock the cylinder so it can be opened;

H.
Cylinder - The cylindrical part of the handgun which contains a number of chambers in which the cartridges are placed. The cylinder rotates to allow a fresh bullet to rotate to a position directly to the rear of the barrel and into a firing position to be fired allowing multiple bullets to be held in the weapon;

1.
Charge holes or chambers - these are the cylindrical holes located in the cylinder that actually house the bullet;

2.
The Crane or Yoke - portion of the handgun which holds the cylinder and allows the cylinder to swing out of the frame for loading and unloading;

3.
Extractor Rod and Ratchet (or Star).  The extractor rod is a cylindrical rod located at the front end of the cylinder which, when depressed, pushes the ratchet to a rearward position extracting bullets from the charge holes of the chambers. The ratchet also provides grooves for the hand to move the cylinder;

4.
Rebound Plate - located in the frame of the weapon directly behind the cylinder and provides a base for the rear of the bullet;

5.
Hammer Nose Bushing - a part of the rebound plate that has a hole in it allowing the firing pin to come through the rebound plate to strike the bullet primer;

6.
Hand - portion of the handgun which is actually a small lever that pushes against the ratchet as the hammer is drawn back and rotates the cylinder.

7.
Cylinder Stop Notches - the cylinder stop is a small piece of metal that is located at the bottom of the cylinder opening in the frame which fits into notches on the cylinder locking the cylinder in place while the weapon is fired.

8.
Flutes - grooves that are cut into the outside diameter of the cylinder;

I.
Trigger Guard - portion of frame which encloses the trigger;

J.
Trigger - portion of handgun which when pulled to a rearward position enables the hammer to rise and fall, striking the bullet primer in double action shooting and if the hammer is cocked manually, the trigger, when depressed in a rearward position, allows the hammer to fall;

1.
Trigger Shoes - an addition to the trigger that makes it wider, giving it a larger surface for the finger to act on. Trigger shoes are not recommended as they may come loose and lodge between the trigger and trigger guard disabling the weapon.

2.
Combat Trigger - usually a smooth finish and slightly larger than a standard trigger;

3.
Target Trigger - the widest trigger available on a handgun, usually used for target shooting and allows the maximum of surface for the finger to act upon;

4.
Trigger Stop - located at the back end of the trigger guard and keeps the trigger from traveling to its extreme rearward position after the hammer has fallen;


A department armorer may remove the trigger stop if instructed by the manufacturer.

K.
Stocks - portion of weapon that is grasped with the hand;

L.
Grip Adapter - piece of equipment attached to the front of factory stocks providing larger surface to grasp with hand;

M.
Side Plate - portion of frame that would be removed to allow repairs or adjustments to inner parts of handgun;

N.
Main Spring Screw or Strain Screw - a screw that retains the main spring, the screw should always be tight.

O.
Back Strap - most rearward portion of weapon grip;

P.
Butt - lower portion of weapon grip.

REVOLVER SAFETY INSPECTION

A.
Barrel

1.
Open cylinder - insure the weapon is unloaded.

2.
With weapon pointed down range, step in front of weapon and visually check and feel the barrel with the finger for any bulge and/or ringed condition. Either indicates an unsafe barrel as the metal is over-stressed at that point.

3.
Visually check the bore for rust and pitting.

4.
Muzzle should be checked for nicks; any nick at the crown can adversely effect accuracy.

5.
Check barrel for tightness.

6.
Check for lead build-up at breech.

7.
Check for cracks on underside of forcing cone.

B.
Hammer

1.
Close cylinder - cock weapon and attempt to push hammer forward with finger off the trigger.

a.
Exert a normal amount of pressure on the spur from the rear with the thumb of the shooting hand.

b.
If the hammer can be "pushed off", the weapon is unsafe and must be repaired by a qualified gunsmith.

2.
Visually check for the hammer safety block.

a.
The hammer safety block can be seen by looking into the hammer grove just below the firing pin hole. The safety block prevents the hammer from coming far enough forward to expose the firing pin without the trigger depressed.

3.
Check the firing pin and hammer to insure they are not deformed or broken. Rough or sharp protrusions on the firing pin can cause pierced primers.  Check for adequate firing pin protrusion.

C.
Trigger

1.
No external appliances (trigger shoes).

a.
Trigger shoes loosen and jam between trigger and trigger guard; this causes weapon to lock up because trigger guard does not let the trigger go forward far enough.

b.
Some trigger shoes are wider than trigger guards.

(1)
Accidental firing when holstering.

(2)
Accidental firing when weapon dropped.

D.
Cylinder

1.
Check all chambers of cylinder, both inside and outside, for hairline cracks.

2.
Examine ejection rod assembly to insure it is tight and operates freely.

3.
Check behind/under ejector ratchet for grime or excessive oil.

4.
Check for cylinder pins.

E.
Frame

1.
Check for stress and hairline cracks, especially where barrel attaches to frame.

2.
Check for stress and hairline cracks at rear of cylinder.

F.
Firing Pin Hole or Hammer Nose Bushing

1.
Examine for cracks.

2.
Examine for looseness.

a.
Attempt to move hammer nose bushing with thumbnail.

b.
While dry firing with cylinder open, observe hammer nose bushing for movement.

G.
Main Spring or Strain Screw

1.
Must always be tight; this is not to be used to adjust trigger pull.

2.
All weapon screws must be tight.

H.
Cylinder Latch

1.
Insure the cylinder latch screw is tight.

I.
Cylinder Roll Out

1.
Finger off trigger.

2.
Try to rotate cylinder with support hand.

3.
Should not roll out of locked position; if it does, see J2 a-d.

J.
Weapon Timing

1.
Cylinder chamber should lock in alignment.

a.
With barrel.

b.
With firing pin.

This may be checked by inserting a proper sized dowel down barrel into cylinder, with the weapon fully cocked.

2.
Cylinder lock

a.
Cylinder stop (S&W)

b.
Bolt (Colt)

c.
Located inside at bottom of frame.

(1)
Engages and locks into notch in the cylinder.

d.
Failure to lock causes:

(1)
Misfires

(2)
Spitting lead

K.
Sights

1.
Fixed sights

a.
Straight clear edges.

b.
Sights not damaged or deformed.

c.
No bright spots worn on front blade.

2.
Adjustable sights

a.
Straight clear edges.

b.
Sights not damaged or deformed.

c.
Rear sight ramp screwed down tight to frame.

d.
Rear sight leaf.

(1)
Firmly fixed in holder.

(2)
Slight amount of play forward and to rear.

(3)
No play from side to side.

L.
Properly Cleaned

1.
Clean barrel and chambers with bore brush.

2.
Clean hammer nose bushing, forcing cone, and behind ejector ratchet with toothbrush and pick.

3.
No excessive oil in chambers.

4.
Lightly oil exposed blue surfaces.

5.
Lightly oil groove in ejector rod.

REVOLVER MAINTENANCE AND SAFETY CHECK

Purpose:
To insure the safe operation of weapons during training and on duty carry.

I.
Preparation for Inspection.


A.
Unload weapon

B.
Inspect chambers and barrel to be empty and free of obstructions

C.
Wipe excess oil from all surfaces

II.
Inspections

A.
Check for loose screws and tighten

B.
Check cylinder assembly

1.
cylinder stop engages in each notch before hammer falls

2.
cylinder rotates freely in frame; slowly and rapidly 

3.
cylinder opens and closes freely

4.
cylinder does not open when hammer is cocked and hammer does not cock when cylinder is open

5.
Two (2) stabilizing pins flush or below flush extractor star

6.
Check under star for powder or oil/remove

7.
Check ease of extraction by working extractor rod

C.
Check for presence of hammer block (safety)

1.
Cock hammer, pull trigger while thumb holds hammer releasing it slightly; remove finger from trigger and let hammer fall forward.  Hammer nose (firing pin) should not protrude through hole in frame.

D.
Check double-action trigger pull and hammer operation

1.
Free travel of trigger and hammer rearward and forward

E.
Check mainspring force

1.
Pull hammer to rear while holding trigger to rear.  If force is questionable, weapon may not fire.  Have armorer check with weights.

F.
Check push-off

1.
Cock hammer in single-action position.  Place thumb on back of hammer with finger off trigger.  Push hammer forward with moderate pressure.  Hammer should not fall.

G.
Check extractor rod (S&W)

1.
With cylinder open and held tightly check for loose rod by twisting it in both directions.  Tightening loose rod is armorer operation.

H.
Check end-shake cylinder

1.
Pull trigger to rear and hold

2.
Try to move cylinder back and forth with cylinder in closed position in frame.  Excessive (noisy) play is armorer correction.

I.
Check end-shake yolk

1.
Open cylinder and hold thumb on rear and fingers on yolk on front.

2.
Check for excessive play by moving assembly back and forth.

3.
Check with cylinder open all the way, half way and as close to closed as possible.

4.
Armorer correction for excessive movement

J.
Check hammer nose

1.
Check for chips or burrs

2.
Check for up and down movement

3.
Check for pin tightness and no protrusion from sides

4.
Hammer nose should protrude through hole in frame when trigger is pulled completely to rear

K.
Check hole in frame for hammer nose

1.
No obstructions

2.
Out of round / should be circular

L.
Check for fly-by

1.
Pull trigger to rear rapidly and watch for cylinder to turn only one (1) chamber for each pull.  Repeat several times.  Armorer correction.

M.
Check for clearance between front of cylinder and rear of barrel

1.
Close cylinder and rotate slowly while holding with side to you.

2.
Clean cylinder or barrel as needed.

3.
Return to armorer if this fails to correct.

III.
Students will demonstrate knowledge by completing function or parts check asked for by instructor.

HANDLING/CLEANING

YOUR REVOLVER

An important responsibility you take on when you carry a weapon is the maintenance of it. Proper functioning and safety of your weapon can be impaired by rust, dirt or improper maintenance procedures.  As with any tool which is relied on, your weapon must be cared for and maintained.

You will need a cleaning kit with the following items:

· Cleaning rod

· Bore brushes (use manufacturer’s recommendation)

· Bore solvent

· Cleaning Jags

· Patches

· Nylon toothbrush

· Stainless steel brush

· Silicone spray (if recommended by manufacturer)

· Gun oil

· Cylinder brushes

· Gun cloths

The following are the steps to follow to clean your weapon:

1.
Unload weapon and remove ammo.

2.
Take the cleaning rod and the bore brush (dry) and brush the barrel and cylinder chambers.

•
Push the bore brush from one end to the other end in one continuous motion.

•
Do not use scrubbing motions.

3.
Place cleaning solvent on the bore brush and brush the barrel and cylinder chambers again (according to manufacturer’s specifications).

4.
Take a brush and put cleaning solvent on it and brush the back of the cylinder, the forcing cone, the top strap and the front of the cylinder.

•
Do not scrub with the brush. It could take the bluing off the weapon.

5.
Take the toothbrush and put cleaning solvent on it and brush the exterior of the weapon, the star and the front of the cylinder.

•
Push the ejection rod down and clean under the star.

6.
Take a clean rag and wipe the pistol down. This removes all of the solvent from the exterior of the weapon. Be sure to wipe off the area around the forcing cone, the back strap and the top strap.

•
Pay close attention to the underneath portion of the extractor.

•
Solvent will cloud a nickel finish so be sure to remove ALL of the solvent.

7.
Take the cleaning rod, the patch holder and patches and clean the bore and cylinder chambers.

8.
If you want, you can spray your weapon with silicone spray for protection against moisture but be sure to wipe off the excess spray. Your weapon should be dry of any fluids.  Silicone may be used for storage of weapons.

9.
Use caution to prevent oil and solvent contact with primers.

SEMI AUTOMATIC PISTOLS




SEMI-AUTOMATIC PISTOL NOMENCLATURE

Introduction: There are three basic types of semi-automatic handguns, those which fire single action only and those with a double action capability on the first shot. In each type, a round must first be chambered before the weapon can be fired. Each of the weapons are recoil operated, magazine fed and self-loading.

1.
Single action

a.
The single action semi-automatic handgun is fired by first fully cocking the hammer and pulling the trigger (There is a half-cock position for the hammer).

2.
Double action

a.
Some double action semi-automatic handgun can be fired single action as described above.

b.
Some require de cocking the handgun before holstering.


3.
Double action only



a.
The double action only is fired by pressing the trigger.  There are no 



external safeties that must be deactivated before firing.



b.
The hammer or striker will return to the double action position after each 



round is fired.  The double action only does not have a single hammer 



position.

SEMI-AUTOMATIC PISTOL

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

I.
Duty Considerations

A.
Inspection during duty hour.--on command

1.
Withdraw magazine from gun before removing gun from holster.

2.
Inspection of one officer at a time.

3.
Proper method of locking the slide to the rear--DO NOT catch or trap bullet and do not cover ejection, port with fingers or hand.

4.
Never hand or receive a weapon unless unloaded and locked open.

5.
After inspection, insert magazine and recharge chamber, de cock (if required) and holster (cocked and locked for SA guns).

B.
Carry Conditions

1.
Single Action Auto--Condition One--Cocked and Locked.

2.
Double Action Auto--Fully loaded—de-cocked if necessary.

3.
Double Action Only--Fully loaded.

C.
Daily Inspection

1.
Designated Area

2.
Condition of Bullets

3.
Function of De-cocking Lever

4.
Condition of Magazines

5.
Proper Seating of Magazines

D.
Weapon Modifications

1.
DO NOT bypass magazine disconnect 

2.
DO NOT add target stocks 

3.
DO NOT add trigger shoes

4.
DO NOT allow someone to work on your duty weapon that is not a factory trained armorer!

E.
Know Your Equipment

II.
Home Considerations

A.
Keep weapons out of sight

B.
Safest method of storage is to separate the magazines and bullets from the gun. 

C.
Use of locked cabinet or box. 

D.
Education of family members.

E.
Do not keep the weapon close to the bed in a firing mode. Results could be disastrous if not fully aware.

III.
Accidental Discharges

A.
Four steps must occur for the gun to discharge.

1.
The weapon must be a functional, working model.

2.
It must be loaded.

3.
It must be pointed at something. 

4.
The trigger must be pulled!!
Note:  Some handguns, having no firing pin block, may discharge when dropped.

IV.
Hot Range Concept

A.
All weapons on the range will be loaded on command.

B.
Once loaded, you must be on the firing line and under command, to withdraw the weapon from the holster.

C.
It is the shooter’s responsibility to keep magazines full.

D.
Magazine in weapon may be recharged by withdrawing same from gun while in holster, then replacing.

E.
During an available cover course or tactical operation, the muzzle must always be pointed in a safe direction and the finger off the trigger and decocked, and/or on safety, when running.

SEMI -AUTOMATIC PISTOL SAFETY INSPECTION

1.
Clear weapon, empty all magazines. Function check all magazines to insure they will lock into place all drop free when the magazine release is activated. Function check all magazines.

2.
Inspect all magazines for cracks and loose floor plates.

3.
Insert the magazine and check the trigger operation both in single action and double action (if required).

4.
Cock the weapon and check the functional operation of the de-cocking lever (if required).

5.
Check the bore of the barrel for obstructions or a ringed condition.

6.
Check the muzzle, chamber and barrel hood for damage.

7.
Check the frame and the slide for cracks or other damage. Pay particular attention to the area around the slide stop holes.

8.
Check the nose of the extractor to insure that the lip isn't broken.

9.
Check the front and rear sights to insure that they are not damaged or loose.

10.
During disassembly for cleaning, check the inside of the frame for cracks.

11.
Check ejector

12.
Check firing pin

13.
Check safety (if present)

14.
Check magazine disconnect (if present)

15.
Check slide and rails for lubrication (according to manufacturer’s specifications)

CLEANING A SEMIAUTOMATIC

An important responsibility you take on when you carry a weapon is the maintenance of it. Proper functioning and safety of your weapon can be impaired by rust, dirt or improper maintenance procedures. As with any tool that is relied upon, your weapon must be cared for and maintained.

You will need a cleaning kit with the following items:

· Cleaning rod

· Bore brush (use manufacturer’s recommendation)

· Cleaning Solvent

· Cleaning Jag

· Patches

· Nylon toothbrush

· Silicone spray

· Gun Oil

· Gun cloth

DISASSEMBLY AND REASSEMBLY

(Taken from The Academy at Smith & Wesson)

NOTE:
All weapons inspected to be empty and all bullets segregated before beginning.

I.
Disassembly - S & W Pistols 

A.
Remove magazine from weapon.

B.
Lock slide to rear and inspect weapon to make sure it is empty.

C.
Allow slide to go forward.

D.
Pull the slide to the rear until the slide stop notch is aligned with the forward end of the slide stop. Holding the weapon in this position, depress the right side of the slide stop with your finger and withdraw the slide stop from the receiver on the left side.

E.
Pull slide forward off receiver, gripping recoil spring to prevent loss.  The hammer will fall as the slide is removed.  The hammer must be down to reassemble the weapon.

F.
With slide upside down, compress recoil spring and lift out recoil spring and guide assembly.

G.
Remove barrel bushing (if present) by rotating bushing counter clockwise as viewed from the muzzle and drawing forward out of the slide.

H.
Remove the barrel by lifting the rear end up and out.

II.
Disassembly - Sig Sauer (all models except 230) 

A.
Remove magazine, unload and check chamber.

B.
Lock slide to rear.

C.
Thumb down takedown lever.

D.
Manually move the slide to the rear to disengage slide stop and ease the slide forward and out of the frame. 

E.
Remove recoil spring and guide by gripping them at the rear

F.
Remove barrel by gripping from the rear.

III.
Disassembly - Glock All Versions

A.
Remove magazine, unload and check chamber.

B.
Pointing weapon down range, with slide forward, pull

trigger.

C.
Pull slide to rear 0.12” and pull both sides of the slide lock downwards simultaneously.

D.
Push the slide forward and separate it from the receiver.

E.
Remove recoil spring and guide by gripping them at the rear and pushing forward.

F.
Grasp barrel locking cams, push barrel slightly forward and lift from gun.

IV.
Disassembly - Beretta 92

A.
Remove magazine, unload and check chamber, slide/forward.

B.
With slide forward, press dismounting latch release button and thumb down dismounting latch.

C.
Ease the slide forward and out of the frame.

D.
Remove recoil spring and guide by gripping them at the rear.

E.
Press locking block plunger and remove barrel by gripping from the rear.

V. 
Disassembly - Heckler & Koch P7 (USP)

A.
Remove magazine, unload and check chamber.

B.
With slide forward, press stripping button on receiver.

C.
Pull slide all the way to the rear and lift off.

D.
Remove slide to front.

VI.
Disassembly - Ruger P85

A.
Remove magazine, unload and check chamber.

B.
Lock slide to rear.

C.
Insert finger through ejection port and push ejector downward and forward until it locks in lower position.

D.
Manually move the slide forward and align lug on slide stop with disassembly notch in slide.

E.
Press the right hand end of slide stop and pull slide stop out of frame to the left until it locks.

F.
Push slide forward and remove entire assembly to the front.

G.
Remove recoil spring and guide by gripping at the rear and pushing forward to lift out.

H.
Grasp barrel from the rear and lift out.

VII.
Cleaning

A.
Brush barrel bore with brass or bronze brush. Using a cloth patch, swab bore with solvent and oil lightly. Work from chamber end.

B.
Clean bolt face with fiber brush and solvent.

C.
Brush rails on slide with solvent and wipe.

D.
Brush rails on receiver with solvent and wipe off entire unit.

E.
Wipe out magazine well

F.
Disassemble magazines taking care to orient follower, magazine spring and internal base plate properly for reassembly. With a stiff brush scrub all parts and wipe clean with dry rag.

VIII.
Reassembly - S&W

A.
Install barrel in slide.

B.
Replace barrel bushing (if present) in slide and turn clockwise.

C.
Install recoil spring guide assembly, making certain that the guide bushing of the assembly is engaged in the small radius cut in the barrel lug and is properly centered.

D.
With hammer forward, replace slide on receiver, depressing ejector, sear release lever and firing pin safety lever in turn so that the slide will travel over them to the rear. When slide stop notch on slide is aligned with slide stop hole in receiver, insert slide stop and allow slide to move to its forward position.

IX.
Reassembly - Sig Sauer (all models except 230)

A.
Insert the barrel, then the recoil spring and guide into the slide.

B.
Slip the slide onto the frame and lock to rear.

C.
Thumb up the takedown lever, the takedown lever should pivot so that the serrations are to the rear.  Improper assembly of this part can result in a fail to fire condition.  Yet, dry fire testing will not detect the malfunction.

D.
Slide forward and de-cock.

X.
Reassembly - Glock All Versions

A.
Insert the barrel, then the recoil spring and guide into the slide. 

B.
Slip slide onto frame and lock to rear.

C.
Slide forward.

XI.
Reassembly - Beretta 92

A.
Insert barrel, then recoil spring and guide into slide.

B.
Make sure hammer is at rest.

C.
Slip slide onto frame and lock to rear.

D.
Thumb up the dismounting latch.

E.
Slide forward and de-cock.

XII.
Reassembly - Heckler & Koch P7 (USP)

A.
Push slide onto receiver from the front.

B.
Pull back slide all the way.

C.
Press slide downward and let it snap forward.

XIII.
Reassembly - Ruger P85

A.
Insert barrel, then recoil spring and guide into slide. (Note: Barrel link must be in vertical position)

B.
Make sure ejector is locked in its lower position and hammer is at rest.

C.
Replace slide onto frame.

D.
Pull slide back until disassembly notch is opposite lug on slide stop. Press slide stop all the way through the frame to the right.

E.
Slide forward and de-cock.

XIV.
Lubrication - according to manufacturer specifications

A.
Work slide back and forth to spread oil and wipe off excess. 

B.
De-cock weapon.  (if necessary)

STOPPAGE HANDOUT

I.
Stoppage - Anything that interrupts the firing cycle.

A.
Failure to feed - When Round fails to chamber completely.

1.
Magazine not seated completely

2.
Bad ammunition

3.
Damaged magazine - magazine follower, spring, lips, body

4.
Dirty weapon - insufficient lubrication

B.
Failure to Fire - The trigger is pressed, the firing mechanism functions but the weapon does not fire.

1.
No round in chamber

2.
Bad round in chamber

3.
Slide out of battery

4.
Damaged Weapon


a.
Firing Pin


b.
Hammer Spring

C.
Fail to Extract -
The weapon fires, but the case stays in the chamber.



(AKA Double Feed)

1.
Debris under extractor (maintenance)

2.
Bad Ammunition (case rim)

3.
Broken extractor

D.
Fail to Eject -
The weapon fires but the fired cartridge case is caught 
between the bolt fact of the slide and the chamber portion of the 
barrel.

1.
Shooter Induced


a.
Limp wrist


b.
Arms not locked

2.
Bad Ammunition


a.
No power to operate slide

3.
Broken extractor

4.
Dirty Weapon - insufficient lubrication

STOPPAGE CLASSIFICATIONS

I.
Phase I
Non mechanical stoppages that can be quickly cleared:  No round in chamber, bad round, magazine not seated, stovepipe.



A.
Failure to feed



B.
Failure to fire



C.
Failure to eject

II.
Phase II
Non Mechanical stoppages that can be cleared but require more time.  Double feed/two failures to fire.


A.
Failure to extract

III.
Phase III
Mechanical failures that require a departmental armorer to correct.



A.
Breakage



B.
Wear

Daily inspection and periodic firing and cleaning will help avert having a Phase III stoppage at an inopportune time.

HOW TO CLEAR A STOPPAGE

I.
Phase I
 Majority of all stoppages 1.5-3 seconds


A.
TAP
The magazine with the off hand in the same manner as when loading the weapon

B.
RACK
The slide in the same manner as when chambering a round.

C.
ASSESS
If situation still warrants press the trigger.

II.
Phase II
The Phase I clearance drill will clear the majority of all NON mechanical stoppages.  If the Phase I drill does not clear your weapon, do not waste time trying it again, find cover if you are not tactically safe.  Use back up weapon/shotgun.  If your life is not immediately in jeopardy, go to Phase II - 8-12 seconds.

A.
RIP
magazine out and let it fall to ground




1.
Because you are tactically safe, you should try to 

save it.




2.
It is mandatory that you save the magazine if it is 

the last one you have.

B.
RACK
the slide twice to clear malfunction

D.
RELOAD
Insert fresh magazine and chamber round

III.
Phase III
A stoppage with the slide stuck forward

1.
Release magazine

2.
Use support hand to firmly grasp slide over ejection port

3.
Using the web of the weapon hand drive “through” the grip, forcing the 
slide to move

4.
Once cleared, reload

All clearance drills must be done with finger out of trigger guard to prevent unintentional discharges.  It is imperative that your shooting wrist and arm be rigid to prevent creating a double feed.

SHOTGUNS
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SHOTGUN NOMENCLATURE

General similarities of slide-action shotguns

1.
Barrel

2.
Breech Block

3.
Butt Plate

4.
Ejection Port

5.
Fore-End

6.
Front Sight

7.
Loading Port 

8.
Magazine

9.
Muzzle

10.
Safety or Slide Release (Depending on Manufacturer)

11.
Receiver

12.
Stock

13.
Trigger

14.
Trigger Guard

The Pump - Repeating shotguns operated by working a slide are called slide-action or pump shotguns.  Long development has resulted in general similarity between makes and models.  The pump has the distinct advantage of offering the shooter between two or more shots.  With practice, great proficiency can be developed and the pump gun can be fired almost as rapidly as the semi-automatic.

1.
The stock - The factory standard length of pull is 14 inches.

2.
The Shotgun Action/Slide Action - The operating cycle consists of moving the slide rearward to open the action, extract and eject a fired shell, and cock the hammer, and returning the slide forward to chamber a loaded shell and close the action.

3.
Barrels - The shotgun barrel is smoothbore.  It does not have rifling as does the rifle or pistol.

(a)
Length - Barrel length varies, depending on the intended use of the shotgun.  For instance, guns used primarily for trapshooting have barrels as long as 30 inches.  A gun with a 26 inch barrel shoots with approximately the same velocity as a gun with a 32 inch barrel.

(b)
Bore Size - The common bore sizes are .410, 28, 20, 16 and 12 gauge.  Gauge formally indicated the number of lead balls the size of the bore of the barrel that would be required to make one pound. The smaller the gauge number, the larger the bore.

(c)
Choke - This term indicates the amount of constriction at or near the muzzle.  The common chokes are full, modified, improved cylinder, and true cylinder.  The full choke delivers the shot pattern in a tight or restricted group.  The true cylinder delivers the shot in a spread pattern.  Regardless of the choke of the barrel, the shot will not start to spread until it has reached a distance of 3 to 5 feet from the muzzle.

SHOTGUN SAFETY INSPECTION

A.
Check chamber to make sure weapon is empty

B.
Open action.  Start inspection at muzzle end of barrel

1.
Check front and rear sights for looseness, damage.

2.
Check muzzle end of barrel for nicks or damage

3.
Check bore of barrel for damage, obstruction and cleanliness.

C.
Check magazine cap to assure it is finger tight.

D.
Check fore-end wood to make sure it’s tight to action bar.  Loose fore-end wood will result in a bind when pumping action or prevent the action from fully closing and locking the action into battery.

E.
Check ejection port for any cracks at front and rear

F.
Check barrel guide and ejector spring to assure they are not broken

G.
Check extractor for binds and extractor spring to assure it is not broken.  This can be accomplished by pulling on extractor with finger.

H.
Check safety.  Put safety on and supply pressure to trigger.  Sear should not release.

I.
Check action bar release lever.  Pump action forward and hold pressure to rear by pulling the action bar back.  While holding this pressure to rear, pull trigger.  Trigger should not release action while pressure is being applied.

J.
Check stock

1.
Make sure stock is tight to receiver

2.
Make sure butt plate is not broken

3.
Make sure heel and toe are not cracked

K.
Check weapon for overall cleanliness

L.
When weapon is to be stored, the action should be closed with trigger pulled and safety on.

· Firing pin and spring should be checked for possible damage at each cleaning session.

· Trigger assembly should be removed periodically for cleaning.

Armorer’s Note: The rear of the Remington 870 firing pin should be flat.  Replace the old style rounded firing pins, as they may break in dry fire exercises.

M.
Slide action check - slide action bar should move smoothly and freely front to back

CLEANING THE REMINGTON 870 SHOTGUN

Maintenance and cleaning

A.
Unload the weapon

B.
How to disassemble

1.
Engage the safety.

2.
Push the action bar lock upward and pull the fore-end rearward to open the action.

3.
Look in to the ejection port and check the chamber and magazine to make sure there are no shells in the firearm.

4.
Slide the fore-end forward approximately halfway.

5.
Unscrew and remove the magazine cap or magazine extension.

6.
Take hold of the barrel ahead of the magazine tube and pull the barrel from the receiver.

7.
Push the carrier forward.

8.
Reach into the bottom of the receiver.  Depress and hold the left shell latch.

9.
Slide the fore-end forward and off the magazine tube.  NOTE:  The top right edge of the slide may bind on the bottom front edge of the ejection port in the receiver.  To free the slide, push the front end of the bolt down.

10.
Lift the breech bolt assembly and slide assembly from the rear of the action bars.

11.
Tap out the front and rear trigger pins, slide assembly downward and to the rear, remove from the receiver.

WARNING:   DO NOT allow the hammer to snap forward when the trigger plate is removed.  This can best be assured by keeping the safety switch engaged at all times.  RED BAND WILL NOT SHOW.

C.
To clean the barrel:

1.
Select the correct gauge cleaning brush and attach the brush to the cleaning rod.

2.
Put the cleaning brush into solvent and push the cleaning rod through the barrel from receiver to muzzle several times.  Make sure the brush clears the muzzle before pulling back through.

3.
Push the correct size cleaning patch through the bore.  Repeat several times using a clean patch each time until the patch is not dirty.

4.
Remove all shooting residue from the locking notch in the barrel.

D.
To clean the receiver:

1.
Brush the inside of the receiver with cleaning solvent and wipe dry.

E.
To clean the trigger plate assembly: (Do Not disassemble)

1.
Spray the trigger plate assembly with solvent.  Clean parts with toothbrush or rag before lubricating.  Lubricate with oil. (Follow manufacturer’s specifications)

F.
Reassembly

1.
Check to make sure that the end of the action bar lock is below the end of the left connector.

2.
Carefully insert the trigger plate assembly into the receiver.

3.
Position to align holes and tap in front and rear trigger plate pins.

4.
Place the fore-end assembly over the magazine tube.

5.
Position the slide block assembly and breech bolt assembly on the rear of the action bars.

6.
Guide the action bars into the receiver until stopped by the right shell latch.

7.
Push the carrier upward, depress and hold the right shell latch.

8.
Slide the fore-end rearward until stopped by the left shell latch.

9.
Reach into the bottom of the receiver.  Depress and hold the left shell latch.

10.
Slide the fore-end rearward until stopped by the action bar lock.

11.
Push upward on the action bar lock.  Slide the fore-end rearward approximately halfway.

12.
Hold the barrel ahead of the barrel guide ring.

13.
Slide the barrel guide ring over the magazine tube.

14.
Align the ejector cut on the rear of the barrel with the ejector in the receiver.

15.
Carefully seat the barrel into the receiver.  DO NOT force the barrel against the ejector.

16.
Replace the magazine cap or magazine extension and ensure it is finger tight.

G.
Cleaning Tips

1.
It may be better to use no oil than too much.

a.
Cold Weather - Gum up.

b.
Dirt and dust accumulates.

2.
Whatever you oil, swab dry.  The rule of thumb:

One drop of oil.

3.
Don’t oil inside the magazine tube.  A 7/8” wooden dowel with a fine grit Crocus cloth is excellent for removing rust and dirt, following with a clean cloth swab.  Wipe the outside clean with an oily rag.

4.
Disassemble and clean gun according to manufacturer’s specifications.
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