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ABSTRACT
This course is designed to provide the county corrections officer with an understanding of the complex legal issues surrounding their work and an understanding of the legal system.  The course will cover the impact of state standards and agency policy on liability, types of lawsuits, use of force, classification of inmates, access to the courts, and searches.
Note to the Training Provider
It is the responsibility of the training provider to ensure individual copies of the course are current. This may be done by checking the website at www.tcole.texas.gov
Instructor prerequisites:
Subject matter expert in case law and correctional issues.

Target Population: 

Texas County Jail Personnel

Student prerequisites:
Basic or Temporary County Jail License
Instructional Time:

16 - 24 hours

Facility Requirements:
Standard classroom set-up

Evaluation Processes &

Procedures:


A short end of class test can be used, as well as, class participation 




in discussion.

Reference Materials:
National Academy of Corrections, Legal Issues for Institutional Personnel: Lesson Plans 

LEARNING OJECTIVES

1.0
Functional Area:  This unit will introduce the student to the legal system involving legal issues for jail personnel.
1.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify that the source of law governing jail operations comes from the U.S. and Texas Constitutions, federal and state statutes, federal and state court decisions, and Texas Commission on Jail Standards Rules.

1.2
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify the federal and Texas state court structures.

1.3
Learning Objective:  The student will be to identify the role of precedents in the American legal system.
1.4
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify and discuss the three periods in the history of the courts and corrections.

1.5
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to discuss the 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th and 14th constitutional amendments as they relate to inmate rights.
2.0
Functional Area:  This unit will introduce the student to the impact of state standards and agency policy on liability concerning legal issues for jail personnel.
2.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify and discuss the concept of protected interests which can go beyond those interests specifically protected by the U. S. Constitution.

2.2
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify and discuss the effects that Texas Jail Standards have on liability issues.

2.3
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify and discuss the liability that arises because agency written policy and procedures were poorly written or because they were not followed.
3.0
Functional Area:  This unit will introduce the student to the different types of inmate laws that can impact jail personnel.
3.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify and list the types of lawsuits that inmates can file.

3.2
Learning Objective:  The student will able to explain why few correctional personnel actually pay judgments form their own pocket
3.3
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify how to work with attorneys and assist in the legal defense.
4.0
Functional Area:  This unit will introduce the student use of force aspects concerning legal issues for jail personnel.
4.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to define use of force.

4.2
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to state their legal obligation regarding the use of force.  

4.3
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to state the reasons for having an adequate internal investigation of the use of force.

4.4
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify specific circumstance when personnel have a right to use reasonable force.

4.5
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify situations when use of chemical agents and mechanical restraints are appropriate.

4.5
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to state the legal requirements contained in the Texas Penal Code for use of force in a penal institution and deadly force in preventing the escape from jail.
5.0
Functional Area:  This unit will introduce the student to legal issues surrounding the classification of inmates.
5.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to state the extent of inmates' right to protection based upon the Constitution, court cases, and state jail standards.

5.2
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to recognize situations where action or inaction may result in liability for failure to protect.

5.3
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to recognize the need to provide special supervision and protection to certain types of inmates.

5.4
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to recognize the importance of good reporting of incidents and observation to those making classification decisions.

5.5
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to discuss due process requirements related to classification.
6.0
Functional Area:  This unit will introduce the student to legal issues surrounding administrative and disciplinary segregation in a jail setting.
6.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to explain the difference between administrative segregation and disciplinary segregation.

6.2
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to state the due process requirements for administrative segregation.

6.3
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify unconstitutional conditions of administrative segregation. 
7.0
Function Area:  This unit will introduce the student to legal issues surrounding medical and mental health care treatment for inmates.
7.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to explain and apply the constitutional standard of deliberate indifference to serious medical needs of inmates.  

7.2
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to discuss the duty of administrators to provide systems for identifying health problems on booking, to handle emergencies, and routine health care needs of inmates.

7.3
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify trends in case law concerning inmates suffering from mental problems.

7.4
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify various medical procedural issues prone to litigation.
8.0
Functional Area:  This unit will introduce the student to legal aspects concerning an inmate’s right to access the courts.
8.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify some of the basic issues concerning inmate rights regarding access to the courts.

8.2
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify the role of jail house lawyers, law libraries, and access to attorneys in the legal requirements.
9.0
Functional Area:  This unit will introduce the student to the various aspects and legal issues surrounding searches.

9.1
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify the circumstances when a strip search may be performed at the time of booking. 

9.2
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify the circumstances when strip and body searches of inmates may be conducted.
9.3
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify the circumstances when visitors and employees may be subjected to pat down, strip, and body searches.

9.4
Learning Objective:  The student will be able to identify the impact of Fourth Amendment court decisions on searches of inmates in their living areas.
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